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School Mission Statement:

For the past f]ﬂy years, the faculty, family, parisll and community of St. Pius X Catholic School

have worked in partnership to provide a positive, Catholic, value-based environment designed to

develop life-long learning skills. We believe our Catholic faith, traditions and service are essential

in order to provicle for the spiritual, academic, emotional, physical and social needs of the whole

child.
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School Information:
Name: St. Pius X Catholic School is named after Pope St. Pius X (1835-
1914). Born of a postman and seamstress, Giuseppe Melchior Sarto,

was an exceptionaﬂy brilliant and spiritual man. For the twelve
years he served as Pope (1903-1914), he emphasized the importance
of daily Eucharist (‘the Pope of Frequent Communion”) and worked
tirelessly to prevent the outbreak of global war. Declared a saint on
May 29, 1954 by Pope Pius XII, he is the last pope to be canonized.
His Feast Day is Monday, August 21 and is celebrated annually in

an aﬂ-school mass.

Location: St. Pius X Catholic School is located on the northeast side of
Inclianapolis, cast of 71" St. and Keystone Avenue.

Accreditation: State of Indiana and North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools

Enrollment: 420 students

School Day: 8am-3pm (doors open at 7:30am)

Extended Care (optional): 3-6pm Monday-Friday

Catholic Identity

The mark of a good Catholic school can be found not simply in the icons and symbols hanging in

the school, but, more importantly, in the witness the teachers, administration and staff provicle to
the Gospels; the priority the school assigns to commumnity and parent involvement; the excitement
students and teachers show for Weelzly mass; and the commitment parents, teachers and students
make to the practice of Christian values. St. Pius X Catholic School is a place where we aim to
teach and reinforce Catholic values and traditions. Qur commitment is to graduate students who
are not only prepared for the rigor of the high school curriculum, but also equipped to make
decisions that are based on a love of Gocl, self and others.

Monthly Gospel Values

Each month, we celebrate a certain Gospel value essential to understanding Jesus’ message of love

and service to others. These values often serve as the basis for teachers’ religion lessons and weekly
mass preparation. In addition, daily prayers done as a school revolve around these values and seek
to help students understand what they mean in the context of their lives. These values also serve as
the basis for weekly recognition awards we give to students (the "Helping Hands” award) for
demonstrating a commitment to living out these values. While these Gospel values change each

vear, here it is a sample of those we emphasize routinely:

Perseverance Forgiveness Humility
Honesty Cratitude Reverence
Compassion Teamwork Patience
Respect Responsiljility Service
Community Sacrifice Justice

Hope Love Faith



Religion Curriculum

The K-8 religion curriculum places an emphasis on both foundational Catholic teachings and
values w}]jle, at the same time, 11elping students to understand how Jesus  message of love and
service relate to their own lives. The an gracle curriculum is heavily focused on sacramental
preparation as both Reconciliation and First Eucharist take place cluring this time. The middle
school religion program is uniquely designed to integrate service experiences into the curriculum.
Middle school students are also exposed to a more critical examination of Catholic social teaching
as it relates to the unique challenges of the modern world. The religious curriculum is based on the

suidelines outlined in the Archdiocesan religion standards.

Special Religious Traditions

In addition to our lively weelely masses, St. Pius X involves students in several religious traditions

that make our school such a spirit-fiﬂecl place:

a Weekly 1Wass—Per11aps the most important of our traclitions, mass serves as the cornerstone
of our effort to inculcate in students a deep sense of faith. ITtisa spirited event for the entire
parish community to come together in prayer and celebrate the gift of the Eucharist.

a  Morning Rosary—students in grades 1-3 gather routinely outside their classrooms to say the

rosary together. It's a wonderful event that many students in later gracles remember foncuy.
a  Christmas Play—a 3 Grade Christmas production that culminates with the Nativity story;
the 2" Grade performs as a chorus in this event.
0  Christmas C: aro/fug—5th graders visit a nursing home to entertain with singing and

conversation.
a  Living Way of the Cross—a very moving version of the Stations of the Cross led by the 8th
grade class. This tradition is presented during Holy Week for the entire parish commumity.
a B&éy Shower for ]esus—He]ol on the last clay of school before Christmas vacation, students
ljring items for babies in need and present these at the altar as a “Shower gift to Mary for

Jesus”.

a  Advent Services- Prayer services held on Monday mornings during Advent to focus

student attention on preparations for the birth of Jesus. Readings and hymns remind
students of how they should watch for Jesus. The candles on the Advent Wreath are also
lit.

Retreats

Retreats are an important part of our effort to help middle school students, parl:icularly, recognize
their unique call to Christian 1eaders}1ip and service. In addition to an ovemight 1eaclership retreat,
Yﬂl graders also attend a day-long spiﬁtual retreat at Our Lacly of Fatima Retreat Center. 8th
graders attend an overnight spiritual retreat at St. Meinrad Archabbey. Long considered a hallmark
of the 8th gracle year, this retreat is a moving experience for our Sth graclers as they come to better
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Academic Curriculum

As the famous educator Horace Mann once remarked: “As goes the teacher, so goes the school.”
The teachers at St. Pius X represent the very best of what a Catholic education has to offer. With

an average of more than fifteen years teaching experience, our teachers provide students with both

the basic skills as well as a framework for problem solving and critical thinking.

Curriculum [ﬂgﬁ/zgﬁz‘s

a The Indiana Academic Standards are used as the basis for all curricular decision making.

a  ISTEP+ results from the past several years reveal consistent high-performance among our
students. These results have earned St. Pius X the highest rating of excellence (“exemplary")
from the Indiana Department of Education.

o Regular classroom istruction for grades K-5 is enhanced by teachers specializing in art,
music, physical education and health, and library and media. Often, these grade level and
“specials” teachers coordinate integrated projects designed to engage and challenge students.

o The 6-8t11 gracle students are required to take separate classes in Englisll and literature each
vear. Teachers often collaborate on writing projects to integrate the two courses. This
approach has proven very effective in provicling students foundational skills in writing and
grammar as well as cultivating a sincere love of reading.

o “Step-Up to Writing’, a coherent, all-school writing program, has provecl very effective in
improving the organization and clarity in students” expository and narrative writing.

O Spanish is a curricular requirement for every student in grades 6-8. Although the time
commitments differ accorcling to the grade level, this class is considered an important part of
a diversified curriculum.

o Technology and media are integrated in the curriculum, with teachers utilizing the
computer lab and h})rary for in-class projects and presentations.

0 Several teachers are trained in the Orten-GiHingham approac11 to reacling, which takes a
multi-faceted approach to reading.

a  Asa simple way to encourage critical thinking, reading and math skills, students participate
in the foﬂowing weekly activities meant to enhance these skills and bring the students in the
school toge’t}ler around a common goal:

O “Math Moment'—Each week, the students in each class comple’te a grade-
appropriate math or 1ogic prololem that chaﬂenges their critical thinlzing skills.
Students must submit all work. Answers are scored and “winning” classes are
recognized for their efforts.

0 “Monday Mystery’—Each Monday morning, students are read a riddle-like scenario
(often implicating historical figures or events) then asked to determine what is
happening. Students place their guesses in the "Mystery Fishbowl” at the front
office and students” answers are ranclomly selected. Prizes are awarded to the
winners.

O Reading Incentive Program—While the format of the program has changed in each
of the last two years, the primary purpose of the program 1s to encourage a love of

reacling among students. The students from each class calculate the amount of time



spent in recreational reading (this includes time spent reading with a parent, friend
or sibling) and each class’ progress is charted. Incentives vary.
a  Middle school students partner up with students from lower grades for collaborative reading
activities, tutoring sessions, mass preparation experiences and other joint events that ]aring

our school together.

Resource Pr()gram

Qur resource program provicles academic support to students who are facing academic chaﬂenges.
In many cases, our resource specialists work within the regular classroom to provide academic
assistance. For uniquely challenged students, these specialists will schedule time outside of class to
work with students. Prior to being admitted into the resource program, parents, teachers and our
resource specialists meet to discuss potentially effective accommodations and instructional strategies
that might benefit the child. In some cases, public and/or private testing is needed, the results of
which can lead to an Individual Catholic Education Plan (ICEP) or Individual Education Plan
(IEP). These plans, developed with the input of multiple persons involved in the educational life of
the child and, o{'ten, with the assistance of township personnel, become the Llueprint for classroom

and extra-classroom support. Participation in the resource program carries an additional fee.

School Counseling and Support Services

We benefit from a part-time school counselor (who we share with some other Catholic schools in

the area) who helps to identify students who may need social, emotional or psychological support.
Qur counselor works very closely with both parents and teachers, providing assistance to those who

may be s’truggling with personal or family issues that influence their performance at school.

Tec}mologg

With the support of our Parent-Teacher Organization, we have developed a first-rate technology
program. We have a modern computer lab with more than ’cwenty-ﬁve computers, two “Smart
boards,” mp3 players and educational software designed to support the academic needs of our
students. New computers are purchased cach year as a way to supply classrooms with the
technology critical for in-class projects and research. Other features of our technology program
include:

a A school-wide portal, called Edline, that allows teachers to post descriptions of assignments
and tests and record students’ gracles. Using Edline, parents can monitor students” academic
progress, read classroom newsletters, check events on the school calendar and receive
weele]y school upclates from the principal.

a  Averkeys that allow teachers to transfer computer data and images to their television
screens.

o A digital video camera and video networking system that allows for video announcements
and our own "SPX School News.”

a A web camera that allow teachers to participate in distance-based professional development
experiences.

a  Ipods designed as listening aids for students who need extra support in reading.



o Last but not least, a clynamic and resourceful techno]ogy coordinator who assists teachers in
the effective use of tecllnology; works with the administration and staff to spearheacl future
technology initiatives; trains parents in the use of Edline and other elements related to
technology; maintains an active web site designed to provide teachers and parents with
educationally-sound ideas and web sites; and teaches a class to help middle school students
better understand responsi]ale computer use as well as some technical aspects of the

computer and Internet.

Extra-Curricular Activities

Extra-curricular activities are an important extension of the mission at St. Pius X. Because God

has blessed each one of our students with special gifts and talents, it is incumbent upon the school
to provide students multiple opportunities to express these gifts. While our athletic program has
gamerecl many accolades over the years, we strive to provicle students non-athletic experiences as

well. Here is just a sample of the extra-curricular activities we offer our students:

o CYO Sports.

0 Girls: kickball (4-8th), soccer (4-8ﬂl), volleyball (4—8th), basketball (4-8tll), cross
country (4-8t11), track (4—8ﬂl), softhall &\7—8&), cheerleading (3-8th)

0 Boys: foothall (3-8ﬂl), baskethall (4—8t ), baseball (T—Sth), soccer (4—8th), cross country
(4-8th), track (4-8ﬂl), wrestling (3-8ﬂl)

o Al sports teams enforce a "no cut” policy

a SP ’X-tras

0O An after-school, “club’ program designed to provide students with non-athletic

opportunities such as scra]a]ale, euchre, coolzing, Mad Science, guitar and chess.
a  Other Non-athletic Opportunities

o Al School: Cub Scouts; Boy Scouts; Girl Scouts; after-school art classes and art
show; hobby show; service projects; Spelling Bowl; chess club

0 Middle School Experiences: Mock Trial, Geography Bee, science fair, an annual
school theatre production and the Cathedral Soup Kitchen service outreach.

Q  Student Lea(jersﬁzp Opportunities:.

O Principal's Council—The Principal's Council is a student advisory group, comprised
of 6-8ﬂl graclers, who provicle counsel and recommendations to the principal on
issues and events that &irectly affect the students. Students participate in an
application and interview process in the fall of the new school year.

O National Juniors Honors Society—the St. Pius X chapter recognizes the academic,
1eaders}1ip, citizenship and service contributions students make to the school and
parish community.

0 Class Qfﬁcers—Sth grade students are eligible to serve in this role. Elections are
held clun'ng the St]1 gracle retreat at St. Meinrad.

0 Leadership Re’crea‘t—7tll grade students participate in an overnight leadership retreat
at CYO Camp Rancho Framasa in Nashville, Indiana. Using team ]:)uilcling
activities, the retreat focuses on the emerging leadership skills of students as they
prepare for their final year of middle school.



a  Feld Trips—students are exposed to myriad field trip experiences during their time at St.
Pius X:

o 8th gracle students take an annual class trip that combines elements of recreation and
academic enrichment.

0] 4th grade students take an overnight trip to CYO Camp

o 5-6th gracle students attend "Exchange City,” an annual, clay-long event that
integrates economic, business and math problem solving skills in the context of a
real-life scenario.

O Studentsin all gracles enjoy experiences at the pumplein pa’tc}l, storyteuing venues,
“Meet the Author’ reacl—alouols, Beef and Boards and other local theatre

procluctions.

Parent ]_nvolvement

Qur parent community is a vital part of our service to students. In addition to the constant support
our parents offer the faculty and administration, they also assume important leadership roles in

curricular as well as extra-curricular activities.

Parent-Teacher Organization (P10)

The organization provides a volunteer network committed to supporting a Catholic-based

education. Its primary purpose is to support the school's staff and administration lay provicling
resources to enrich the academic, spiritual, physical, social and emotional development of its
children. In the past, the PTO has helped support the following initiatives:
0  An impressive technology program that now includes a modern computer lab with more
than twenty-five computers.
0 Guest spealeers and Worlzshops focused on violence prevention, buﬂying, mternet sa£ety
and cultural diversity.
o Beautiful playground, recess and physical education equipment intended to improve the
health and fitness of our students.

o Teachers professional clevelopment interests and classroom supply needs.

Scﬁoo] L unch Program

Parent volunteers fuﬂy staff a tlnree-clay, sc}lool-sponsorecl lunch program that is widely considered

a hallmark of our school. The School Lunch Team strives to provide healthy, nutritious, appealing
meals; estal)lish a consistent lunch experience for our s’cuclents; and serve as a viable school lunch
option for families while supporting the PTO’s mission to enrich the lives of the children and
families at St. Pius X Catholic School. Each lunch menu offers a fruit and vegetable and extra
options for those with heartier appetites. Qur convenient on-line ordering system allows parents to
order school lunches monthly. In addition to student favorites such as pizza, spaghetti, and build
your own taco bar; chicken and noodles, baked potato and salad bar, Atby's and Subway
sandwiches, grilled cheese with tomato soup, and yogurt parfaits are some of the other items
offered. The lunchroom extends classroom learning through occasional themed lunches and

nutrition education displays.



Scrip Program

Serip is a term that means “substitute money.” Parents who purchase scrip are given negotiable gift
certificates and prepaid cards that are used just like cash. Our scrip volunteers purchase large
amounts of gift cards from grocery stores, clepartment stores and other retailers around Indianapolis.
Because the Scrip 18 purchase& with cash up front, the participating retailers offer a substantial
discount. The Scrip volunteers purchase the scrip at a discount and resell the certificates to families
for full face value. The discount—from two to twenty percent—goes toward financial aid, tuition

subsidies, as well as programs and services at the school.

Spirit Wear

Our Spirit Wear is a St. Pius X clothing line that features t-shirts, collared golf shirts, sweatshirts
and fleeces. You would harcl—pressecl to find someone—parents or students—not wearing one an
item from our Spirit Wear catalogue. The first Friclay of each month is “Spirit Day” where the
students are allowed a chance to show off this apparel. The coordination and financial management

of our Spirit Wear sales is done through parent volunteers.

School Commission

The School Commission works with the faculty, families, parisll, and community to provicle a
positive, Catholic values based environment for grades K-8 education. The Commission meets
with the school principal monﬂﬂy to consult about school policies as well as discuss aspects related

to 10ng-range and strategic planning.

SCAOO] [mpr ovement T eain

The Assistant Principal, Mrs. Desautels, is chairperson of this parent-teacher group that serves as a
liaison between the parents, teachers and administration at St. Pius X. This parent-teacher group,
assembled based on the recommendations laid out in Public Law 221, is charged with reviewing
achievement data and providing recommendations to the administration to improve student
performance. In addition, this group has been instrumental in proposing ideas to improve certain

school policies and aclopt programs.

Other Volunteer FExperiences

Qur parent community is very active in supporting our students and teachers. In addition to their

1eaclership in the programs mentioned above, you will see parents helping as "room moms,” lunch
helpers, Tecess Supervisors, substitute teachers, office support, field trip assistants, resource support,

tour guicle coordinators, and mentors to new school families.

Parent Fducation Speaker Series
As is the position of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, St. Pius X believes that

parents are the primary educators of their children. With this commitment in mind, we offer

parents the opportunity to attend a variety of different worlzshops and lectures clesignecl to aid in
the catechetical and educational formation of their children. Recent spealeers have covered topics
such as Internet safety, l)uﬂying, reacling comprehension strategies to use at home, and what brain-

based research tells us about students’ 1earning sty]es.



Hig}]]ig}lted School Policies

Here are some excerpts from our Student Handbook regarding particular school policies:

Student Recognitions

The teachers and administration at St. Pius X seeks to recognize those students who serve as

witnesses to Christian s’cewardship as well as those who demonstrate exceptional academic effort.
These recognitions are school-wide and do not include individual classroom recognitions presentecl
]Jy classroom teachers:

o “Caught Ya'- A recognition given by individual teachers or staff directly mvolved in aspects
of ’teac}n'ng or supervision meant to encourage and recognize positive behaviors ("Caugllt ya
being good’). Students will be awarded a “Caught Ya" ticket which will be entered in a
weekly raffle for prizes from the “Principal Prize Box.” Tickets will be drawn at random
after Mass, and particular examples of “Caught Ya” behavior may be recognized publicly as
well.

o ‘Helping Hands Award’— A recognition from a staff member to any student who embodies
our monthly Gospel value in small but significant ways. Students will have their names
displayed with (with a brief description of their actions/values). There is no limit to the
number of students who will be recognized with this award.

o “Student of the Month’—Each teacher will have the opportunity to select one student from

his/her class who demonstrates exceptional effort in achieving academic goals. This is not

an award that necessarily recognizes students who are the most acaclemicaﬂy able; it will
recognize a student whom the teacher believes has exerted the most effort to achieve

success.
In addition to these awards, students will be recognized for perfect attendance and class honor roll

achievement, as well as any other individual accomplishments, such as scout awarcls, contest

winners, and championship athletic teams.

Homework P olicy

Homework is designed to reinforce previously learned skills as well as stimulate additional thought
about a concept or issue under s’tucly. Homework may include written work as well as reaclmg,
studying, making flashcards/note cards or even engaging in a family discussion. The following
nightly time indications guide teachers’ decisions about homework:

a  Primary students should spend 30 to 45 minutes

o Intermediate students should spencl 45-60 minutes

a  Middle School students should spen(l 60-90 minutes

Uniform
Unitorm for 671'1‘]5, K-3

o  Plaid jumper or skorts and uniform shirt

o White or navy socks which completely cover ankles or tights
a  The navy SPX sweatshirt may be added to the jumper anytime



o Navy cotton-blend or corduroy slacks may be worn the entire year
a  No stretch pants, knits or 1eggings are allowed
a If an incoming third grade girl has outgrown her jumper, she may wear what the fourth

srade girls wear rather than buying a new jumper

Unitorm tor Girls, 4-5
a  Plaid skirt or skort and uniform shirt
White or navy socks which completely cover ankles or tights
Navy SPX sweatshirt may be added to the skirt or skort
Navy cotton-blend or corcluroy slacks may be substituted for the skirt
No stretch pants, knits or 1eggings are allowed

0O 0 0 o

Unitorm tor Girls, 6-8
o Plaid skirt or skort and uniform shirt

o White or navy socks that completely cover the ankles or tigh’cs

a  Navy sweatshirt or black fleece jacket may be added to the skirt anytime

o Navyor khaki cotton-blend or corcluroy slacks may be substituted for the skirt. No stretch
pants, knits, or leggings are allowed. Slacks must be dress-style as those in the uniform

catalogs.

Uniform for Boys, K-8
a  Uniform shirts
White or navy socks that completely cover the ankles

a

o Navy cotton-blend or corcluroy slacks

o Navy SPX sweatshirt or black fleece jaclzet for students in gra&es 6-8 may be added at
anytime

o Boysin 6th - 8th grades may also wear khaki slacks.

Extended Care

An after-school care program, organizecl and supervisecl lz)y teachers at the school, is offered from
3:00 = 6:00 PM on days when school is in session for a full day. This program offers study hall and
a variety of other activities such as crafts, computers, fitness, and outside play (weather permitting)
for any St. Pius X student enrolled in K-8th grade. Fees are posted at registration and are subject
to change.

School Hours

7:30 AM Building unlocked; supervision in the gym

7:45 AM First bell rings; all students dismissed to classrooms
8: 00 AM Tardy bell; Morning Announcements

3:00 PM First dismissal

3:15PM Second dismissal

3:30PM Building closes

3-0:00 PM  Extended Care




LUI’IC}] ancl Recess Schedule

11:05 - 11:35 Primary Lunch

11:35 - 12:00 Primary Recess

11:40 - 12:05 Intermediate Lunch

12:05 - 12:20 Intermediate Recess

12:20 - 12:50 Middle School Lunch (recess is taken by one grade level per day (weather

permitting) for the remaining 15 minutes of lunch)

Baclegrouncl Check and Virtus Training
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis requires that all volunteers complete a child protection policy

form; agree to a background check; and participate in the Virtus Training Program.

Measures of Success

We measure our success not only by the exceptional academic reputation that has come to
characterize St. Pius X Catholic School, but also lay the shared commitment our students and
sraduates make to living out the Gospels. We take seriously former Pope John Paul IIs call to
“provide young people with the concrete means to meet one another in order to live and deepen
their faith” (L'Osservatore Romano, 8/3/2004,). It is our primary mission to educate students to
be the intellectual and spiritual leaders of our world and Church; to help stuolents, as Pope ]ohn

Paul IT goes on to say, “make their life an Tlove you.”
Here is what our parents and students say about St. Pius X Catholic School:

Parent of 4& and 1% grade students:

St. Pius X School provides an environment where our children are

supported on their faith-filled journey through pray, service, gospel
values and the celebration of the Holy Spirit. I see the excitement
m my I* grader’s eyes when he talks about praying the rosary

every morning and in the actions o£ my 4th gracler when he eagerly

volunteers to help someone in need.

Parent of 6é and ZLJ students:

You've heard the African proverb : "It takes a whole village to raise a child." Well, St. Pius is that
village. A family of concerned parents, teachers and staff to

look out for the well being of every child.

Parent of Sé gracle student and alumnae:
We have had three children attend St. Pius X, two of whom have already
sraduated. Qur experience has been very positive and feel that St. Pius

has provided a strong academic and moral foundation, aﬂowing both of our older
children to find success in high school and college. More importantly, St. Pius

has proviclecl a wonderful sense of community for our children and for us.



Parent ancl current teacher:

From my perspective as a parent, St. Pius X offered my four children a solid, faith-based education
in a safe and caring environment. As a teacher, I feel fortunate to be a part of a community that

carries out this mission on a daily basis.

§r—d srade student teacher:
My student teaching experience at Saint Pius X has been remarkable. I could not have asked for a

better school or community to have had this experience with. Everybody has been incredibly
supportive, extremely helpful and generous. P eople genuinely care about others here; the parents,
the teachers, the staff, and they made me feel right at home. This s only my second time being in a
Catholic school for a placement and I feel that there is somet}ling special at SPX that you don't get

in other places. It is more than religion class; it is the underlying spirituality and values.

§é grade students:
At St. Pius, we not only learn about English, social studies, and other su]ajects, but we learn
important life lessons like compassion, responsil)ility, respect, forgiveness and more. My experience

has been tremendous and I will never forget it.

[ have become so close to my friends that we are like famjly. I've made so many memories and

learned numerous tllings. St. Pius X has been a great experience.

[ started coming to St. Pius X in fourth gracle. Immecliately, [felta part of the school. I have
learned a lot of things since | have been here and made lots of friends.



